
TUFD�C 
TASMANIAN U.F.O. INVESTIGATION CENTRE 

PO Box 99 
NORTH HOBART TAS 7002 

October 
NEWSLETTER 

ED.43 1984 
-- -- .. - -- -- -- _._ - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

YEAI1 TO DATE. 
Our secc nd �ew�letter for 1984 sees little change on the 

local U�F'O fran t. "The Re-entry" case of September 15th ( see sep-
era te i tern "A Ledia Event rr ) brought a considerable number of 
telephone calls , otherwise the re have been few reports to inv­
estigate , and only o ne puzzliilg case from Greens Beach on July 15th. 
Interestingly this case came to the Gentre's attention via the 
Department of Aviation , comple te with sighting details as the RAAF 
are now only interested in cases with defence or security impl­
ications. ( see Greens Beach Sighting ) . 

Early in the year West Australia seems to have been the 
scene for a n�mber of r eports. A po ssi ble CE2 at �idlcind on Jan 
20th ( 1 ) wi�� a claim the same 11ight in the same suburb of a youth 
be inc; attacked by u gly beiugs v . .rh i l s t asle ep in a tent. Foll owing 
this there was a car pace report from Hammersley and a mist swathed 
oval object hovered over the roadLouse at r.rurkey Creek. (2) 

Quite a few I·eports of nocturLa1 li�hts · ... ,:ere investigated 
in Quee11sland(3) nainly in �arch. By May the action had moved to 
Victoria wi�h a p o � s i ble CE2 case m e n tioned in the WAUFOIC Kews­
le tter . It o c c ure d at Seba.stopol on �·-ay 1 7th. The ca:r· r&dio in a 

s e curi ty va� played up whe� a gr�en ball was s e en just above the 
veticle. A couple of ot�er Sebastopol reports are mentioned so it 
is a pity LO more information is available on these cases and if 
any inv estigati o �  was ca�ried out. 

June brought the c laim of a possible Radar Visual/NL 
sightin c in �e s t Australia ( 1&2 ) . An erratic lieht was seen and it 
was reported contact was made by Perth radar. No aircraft were up 
at the time. South Australia also f e a tures sightingsin June, erratic 
l i ghts near Eurray Brid ge ( 4 ) , and a CE2 case on June )rd at Hahndorf. 
( 5) In this ce..::::e· freeway li._)lts and the witnes se s car engine were 

po sibly ef='ected by a w}·i.i te 11 �·ht seen. in tlle sky. 
�'.'ents o t' a n:c�re dubious n& ture took p}ace in tL.e Ad elaide 

Hills in July(5&6). Gener�l clains of CFO sightings were made with 
no sp e c ific det�lls �entione d . Also traces of a pos s ible landing 
and animal �utilation occured in the s�me time spcin. 

Tasmania has had li ttle activity during 1984 whilst NSW 
does not see m to have featured at all so far! �espite con t a c t bet­
ween groups it is 11ot easy to keep track of UFO activity and levels 
throughout Australia. Generally speaking there appears to be more 
widespread case s than during 1983 but until the d ay when full detail , 
on all Australian cases can be readil, made accessible groups in 
each state a�e never quite going to know what is happening next 
door, so tc speak. 
Notes 1 • I'erth �,��'0 Re sea rch Croup. 

2. ',"Je s 7, ku s -�ra� ian l J='O Inve s t.ica ti on Centre. 
3.UFO �e 0 e arch Queensland. 
4 • Vi c t or i o.n r E' 0 He search Soc i e t y • 

5.Australian I1Jtern�tional UFO Flying Saucer Research. 
6.Sun6ay Times/Victorian Truth. 



T PD AT��- " I� o t c ! · i s t l o o s c �' C o � t r o l 1' • 

01�r .1une 84 �-ev.·-=>letter ca�--ried info1T·aLion on a report 
from November 1983 f:rom the West Coast. A motorist c l <:. imed he had 
lost control of his car whj_ lst driving hoce to Stringe.:.:·s Cr, ... ek from 
1\tllah • .4 blue cir c l e of intense lic)1tc remai ed above his car 
during the .incident. The even t lasted some 11 rnin·;tes durin0 which 
time l1is car covereci ove r 30kmts of win2.: roaj. ' . .d h? wi l.ne;-._�Ps t wife? 
was reported to have sec:'n the lights as the torist arrived at his 
home • ·v� e now have some de tail s f .com t} 1 e wife • 

She sa s the area of their camp was lit up by a brilliant 
light and on 60ing ou t sid e she he�;.rd a, " nigh powered su per '=' oni c 
humming sound�' Then she saw a bril l iant1y J it c ircle of li_sh ts app­
roa c hing, they passed away quickly to the north over �t LivinGstone � 
Her h u s b c.. rid a-�· :· i v e d 11 om e a few minute s later an o d e scribed hi s ex p­
eriences with the c ar, she thought l1e was pul lins her lee. However, 
he stuck to his story , and she la ter talked to the m : lkc on t ra c tor 
and found he had been to Tullah as claimed. 

Similari ties be tween this case and t.r ... e Augu st 20th , 1979 
i ncident on the Murchi s on Highway north of Tullah seem to stretch 
coincidence to breaking p oint. A green light appeared behind the car 

of a lone motorist head ing north to the North West Coast. The car loct 
power to 50kph as the inside of the vehicle some how lit up. The 
engine ran on at the same speed de spite the driver doing �ear changes 
and applying the brakes. Despite curve s and hills the car went at the 
same speed for some 10kmts, the light stayin[ behind even on a steep 
hill when the witness thought it sho�ld have been obscured. Suddenl'' 
the light was :::10 l onger there and tLe car reverted to normal . AnotLer 
puzzle was that bo�h vhe car clock and witnesses w�t ch stopped for 
the 6.uration of the sighting. 

I11 31JI�c:r�A' s Vehicle Interference fro�ect o:i' 1979 we learn 
of a case from Peoria, Illinois, USA, on March 31st 1966. A large 
blue object hovered over a car hnJ seemed to take control said the 
driver. 3rakes �rJ stee�ir� were inef fective as tl1e object seeme d to 
direct the car's cou�se fer several ruiles before the �r�ver reg�ined 
control. From Anap o li s , Brazil on October3rd,1971 anot�er c ase tells 
of sim _la:.c e vent s . A ca1· f;ped upto 160k 2.s a ball of li:ht paced 
the car, t�'le VJ� tnes s }Jaci _o control over the speed. In a length.): 
car pace/ab:iuction on hay30th, 1974 from Zimbc.bwe ( �hode sia ) tne wj_t­
ne s se s were unable to cont1:ol the ir car, b o th brakes a�1d steerin£ 
be ing ireffective as t.Je car travelleG at 160k with no accelerator. 
( FSR Vol21/2 1 97 5 ) . 

This type of event d oes not seem t�a t common in the VFC 
s cheme of things , but for 2 similar events to happen in tre same loc� 
ality appears to be against the od d s, but anything goes it seems in 
realm of the UF'O phenc�:n:r.a? 

******************************************************************** 

GR"B>J�S B},ACH S IGEI'IrG. 
The Gentre le arnt of this July 15th sightir·g when an 

Unusual Aerial Sigh�ing Form arrived from the Depa rtme nt of Aviation . 
Initial checks on possible explan&tions - aircraft , 

Army manoeveres proved negative. Some form of ballon or aerial poll­
ution seems remote as the ob�ect was moving into the southeasterly 
wind. Media coverage was obtai ned in the Tasmanian t!ail of August 
14th and later in the Examiner in Septernber. Fo further re1- orts have 
cor:le to .ha ... d of what should have been a we l l wi tnes�.ed event . 

About 11.45am H wen t outside at �1is r:.utiJ.er j_n law's 
Gre ens Beach shack to check the w�ter and wind to sge if conditio1s 
were ·uit::..ble fo2.· fisili.n£. Alruos t  at o.nce B ;,cticed o�t 0\8t' .Bass 
.:)t:-ai t to .. .,··y_he LOr· h of Low Beac3 a f.·t.:·anl_)e cl ,._;_·�: 11·� ;· t .1 iLg i n  from -L,L-2 
sea. Ini t :t a ll · he though it was RAA!1� ,;ets _in formatj on but he soon 
d i s c o 0. n ted t :hi s ide c. as the d a.r k mass s l owed to a l rL o s t a e a-ci s l ow 
in the a �� e a C> f Low He ad • L�' t e r s om e 111 o r.J en t s he c �: l ::. e d o u 't r � i s vv· if e 
and mother in law to see wh�t they could make of .the sight. The 
cloud like shape now seemed to be hi d i ng a verj:,�la!'ge dull sorEe- .9 
thing. 



Greens :Seach Co:ntinu .d. 
At times tl1e cloud 

becctme lmo st �:.;tationary and most 
of dull ell iptica l or ci;::sr like 
ob�ect �ould come into vie�. Then 
tl1e cloud woul:l swirl abo-LJ t and 
the o b - ect would be hidden once 
more. The cloud and ob � ect were 
no� moving bac k  and forth low 

?��\�� 1 �=i- tLt. . ! 

Greens Beach · 
UFO mystifies: 

• over the hills between Low Head 
and Georgetown. Grad ually it was 
makinc its way further southward. 

experts :' 

There were no l ights 
on the ob J ect wl1ich at one stc:tge 
was all but clear of its surr­
ounding cloud. �he witnesses had 
the impressi o n that the cloud 

A cigar-shaped object 
sigh ted flymg near 
Greens Beach in North­
ern Tasmania two 
months ago has puzzled 
members of the Tasman­
ian UFO Investigation 
Centre. 

I' 

Greens Beach and was in -:. 
view for about 10 min­
utes. 

was definitely part of a disgui se . 
Compared with known 

ob ject s at a comparable di s tance 
to the cigar it looked as if it 
was of considerable si ze . It 
was e sti�ate d to be 5+ kmts away. 

The object was fina­
lly _ost to view after 10minutes 
whe� it disappeared be hind the 
hills to the ea st of the Tamar 
p •  ..... lver. 

Other Tasmanian 
sightin�have seen the �ent i on 
of vapeur or s;note, as if used 
to h i d e the ob j ect . �t Pal mers ton 
a11d !-�amil ton in the 1960s ciE;ar 
l ike obj e ct s were seen in conj­
unction with cloud/smoke around 
the�. A daylich� report from 
Col�ins Cap in 1970 saw anothe r 
cloud and object ( disc ) in a 
brig�t blue sky. At �ayf i e l d in 
1972 lalf of a disc was swathed 

An investigator for 
the centre, Mr Keith 
Roberts, said yesterday 
the incident was far 
more of a mystery than 
the bright light seen 
crossing the sky in 
Southern Tasmanta on 
Saturday night. 

Mr Roberts said the 
light seen at 9.30 pm on 
Saturday was prooably a 
meteorite or a piece of 
"space junk" burning up 
in the atmosphere. 

"It was a lot easier to 
explain than the Greens 
Beach daytime incident 
for which we are still 
seeking further �itness­
es,"  Mr Roberts said. 

The Greens 
·
Beach 

UFO was sigh ted at 
11.45 am on Sunday, 
July 15, and was report· 
ed to the centre by three 
witnesses. 

They said the cigar­
shaped object flew very 
low about 5km from 

The unusual aspect of 
the sighting, according 
to the witnesses, was 
that the object appeared 
to create its own smoke . 
or cloud which kept en· � 
veJoping it as it moved. 

It was seen to do a se­
ries of back and forth 
manoeuvres before even­
tually disa�pearing from 
sight behmd hills to­
wards George Town. 

The Department of 
Civil Aviation confirmed 
no aircraft were flying in 
the area at the time and 
the Army, which has a 
train ing camp near 
George Town, had not 
been involved in any ex­
ercises at the time. 

Mr Roberts said anoth­
er unusual aspect of the 
incident was that the ob­
ject was flying against 
the wind. 

Mr Roberts said UF<' 
sightings had been very 
�arce in recent years, 
but local incidents such 
as the one at Greens 
Beach were more diffi. 
cult to explain than Sat­
�day night's mass sight· 
mg. 

in a mist. 
************************************************�' ******************** 

"A l'·�..SDIA lt'LAP" 
About 9.45pm on S e ptembe r 15th, a Saturday night ; the 

Centre's telephone c on tact for s i ghtines ran tot as ca llers contacted 
us �ith de tails of a b�illiant l ight seen crossi�g the western sky. 

Initially it was Hobartts Po�ice So�trol Room that alert­
ed us t�at some thing had happened with patrol cars at Oatlands and 
Cyg net sightin8 a light for up to 15minutes. II�.ediate c ontact with 
Cygnet Folice soon cor�ected the siglting time to 15 seconds. They had 
see.:1 a brilliant ligh t ·with a long tail cross �i.!.e south we stern sky, 
it looked very low and was head ing to the sout� or south east. 

l Strange bright light across sky puzzles many �EOPLE throughout Southern Tasmania Observers said that tM light .._ a 1 
reported teeing a strange bright light brilliant wbllf streak in the weAenl Ilk)' .I� · 

tra•elling across tbt sky at about 9.30 on �'85 traveUing south-east. 
Saturday mpt. Mr Keith Roberts, of tht UFO In· 

· Tdepll.ooes at The Mercury, the Weath· vestigatloo Centre, said that Hoban police 
• B11ruu, ud the Tasmanian UFO headquarters rang him up to ask about the 
hvestigation Centre were kept busy as light. 

�ptt tried to find out what the light was. He got another pboot call from a maa 
�. • . 'l'lllc:re wue slghtio.gs ill places as far who had been fishing oo Lake Pedder ...t \ 

· 11...-n u 
Tria.,....., Cnnet, , and Lake who said be heard a b.issJDg 100nd • the I 

... � __ • __ 1'\_;,;:;-i��W,;.;:..;.�.;;.;a" I-...;.'..._J __ 9"-·_i.;...'t�- .::-. --ligh-
t 

_tr_•,_·e_ned_throu&b ___ lM_*_' ·----=-; 



"A Leclia _r·lar" �OlitiJlueci. 
Calls came in fro!rJ a wide a�·ea of 

Southern Tasmania, all �ave a t i me of about 
9.30 to 9.40pm, whils t descripti�ns were all 
basically the sam e , a brilliant light with a 
tail, seen low to the west and goinc to the 
s outh or south east for 30seconds to mayb �p 
to 2 minutes. It was soon =evi�ent that a large 
meteorite or space junk had burnt up in the 
atmosphere over South We s tern Tasmania. 

Sunday saw further calls comi11g in 
from as far away as Savage River to witnesses 
at Southport. Enq u i ries also came from the media 
who had now latched onto the event due mainly 
to the large number of enquirie� to the media 
and authorities. Coverage in Tasmania's two 
major daily newspaper s failed to mention the 
Centre's probable explanation of the incident. 
This meant further calls during Monday and 
Tuesday from the public who wanted to know what 
was the explanation for the lights. 

We convinced the Launceston Exam­
iner that this type of event was easier to 
account.for than many of the puzzling localized 
s ightings. They also ran coverage of a sighting 
from Greens Beach that had occured on July15th. 
T�is was despite their refusal to cover the 
sighting when the Centre prov i ded them with 
a press release on the event in July? 

It was encouraging to see just tow 
many members of the public contacted the Centre , 
even f:;norr. the ��orth ·(est and ·��·est Coast areas. 
Also a good cross section of the community 
telephoned in details of the sighting. 

A number of interesting points came 

w..-M"9fiiWIN!Rr� 

UFO irl1�. 
South is 
mystery_ 
People a11 ov<>r South­

ern Tasmania reported 
seeing a strange bright light travelling aero�� 
the sky at about 9.30 pm 
on Saturday night. 

Tetrphones to the 
press, the Weather Bu­
reau and the Tasmanian 
UFO Investigation Cen­
tre were kept busy as 
people tried to find out 
what the Jight was. 

The Weather Bureau 
could not give an expla­
nation. 

There were sightings 
in places as far apart as ' 
Trtahunna. Cygnet and 
Lake Pcdder. 

Oh�ervers �aid that 
tht> light was a brilliant 
whit.e streak in the west­
ern sky. It was travell�ng 
south-east. 

Keith Roberts of the 
UFO lnvestis;:-ation Cen­
tre said that it was not 
possible to tell exactly 
what th<' light wa:___j 

out of the exercise. Even th,1'lgh quite a :number o:· callers were not 
in t eir usual environ:Hent tbey still gave a co�1srent account of 
what had occured. So�e �itnesses were out on the beach, fishing, or 
driving home from distant places. Most callers were pu�zled by the 
apparent level flight of the burn up but this was due to it being 
low in the western sky to most people. At Lake Fe,der and Southport 
buzzing or hissing noises were heard indicating that whatever·it 
was was over the South West of the state. It is strange but when 
a report remains uni dentified the witnesses' testimony according 
to the critics is no longer reliable or accu�ate? 

The JV�edia th�·oughout all this insisi ted on l.Joking at 
the sighting as being a UFO. It was n ot until the Thursday that tte 
Hoba�t �1ercury ran the Centre's explanation of the ev e n t. 8overage 
on the radio referred to UPOs returning to Tasmania, then coing on 
to say it could have been a burn up later in the story. It t ook a 
fair amount of talking to pus.h the explanation to the media. 

We could not of course complain about the exposure of 
the Centre to the public. Radio i1:terviews were given on two 
Launceston Radio stations, and two intervi ews we!e giveL in Hobart. 
Enquiries on membership were received plus a number of si£htincs 
to c� eck out from 1980 to 83 anG an older event f�om 1976. �hat of 
UFO cc.se s from 1 �:B<L, despite the calls, pY'e ss aL6 :."·ad i o coveraGe, 
no one ca:-r e forward with an-,thing else t.han �he 'b1Jrn u�' sighting. 
It all was reo.lly just a "T"iedia :Flap". 
*****************************************¥****r��****************** 

**Yember of the Australian Centre for U.F.O Studie s - ACU?03.**** * 

Write to T�S��NIAN UFO I -vESTIGATION CBhTRE at pn Box 99,Kth Hobart. 
�Publications list available, copies of past Annuc.l heports. 
ISi�htings contact Ph 236009 (. eith Roberts ) or write to above address. 


